
1. In your opinion do you think the colonists would have wanted another king after they won the American Revolution?
2. Which government has more power today, the government of a state like North Carolina, or the national government in Washington, DC?

The Articles of Confederation

	The Articles of Confederation

	Strengths
	Weaknesses

	
	


ANSWER:

1.  What document was produced in order to solve the problems of the Articles of Confederation?

2.  The Articles of Confederation were somewhat of a failure because they did not create a strong enough national government.  This made it so the American Founding Fathers had to come up with a new and improved government that would work for the whole country.  Give FOUR suggestions to the Founding Fathers about what they should include in the new government.
Independence and Confederation NOTES 

Independence and Confederation:

· On June 7, 1776 during the ___________________________ the delegates from 9 colonies decided to write a document that would bind the states together.
· On Nov. 15, 1777 the Second Continental Congress signed the document called ____________________
· The Articles created a “_________________,” naming it the “United States of America.”
· The Articles created a national government with only ______ branch, not like the 3 branches we have today.  The branch was called the ________________ branch or the __________________________.
( ANSWER:  What was responsible for creating the Articles of Confederation?___________________
· Under the Articles the Confederation Congress had the following powers:
1. -_________________________________________________________________________
2. -_________________________________________________________________________
3. -_________________________________________________________________________
4. -_________________________________________________________________________
TWO Strengths of the Articles of Confederation
1. The national government under the Articles (_____________________) successfully negotiated the _____________________ to end the Revolutionary War 

2. The Confederation Congress also solved the problem of how to ___________ up the land in the _______________________ and admit _________ states.

· They did this using the:

· __________________________ of 1787

· This set a __________________ for how USA would _____________westward.
Weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation

· Strangely we mostly remember the Articles of Confederation because it did a  ________ job running the United States.  The Articles did not give the national government enough _________ because the colonists were scared the government would end up like the __________________________.

· The following are all the powers the Articles DID NOT give the national government:

1. ________________________ (____________) between states and with other countries.

2. ________________________

3. ________________________

· The Articles gave ____________________ more __________ than national government.

· The Articles made it so _____ states had to agree to any act of the _____________, which was the national government.

· The Articles gave all the power to ___ branch, the ______________________ branch.  This branch only had the power to ____________ the laws. 
· There was NO __________ system or ______________ branch to interpret the laws.

· There was NO __________________ or executive branch to_______________ the laws
(ANSWER:  Which was stronger under the Articles of Confederation: the state governments or the national government?_______________________

(ANSWER: Why is only having one branch of government a problem? 
The Final Word on the Articles:

· The Articles _________ give the national government enough power to successfully run the country.  This meant the states needed a ________ national government with the ability to _________ the country.

· The failure of the Articles directly caused the creation of the new_____________ government under the _______________________.
