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DO NOW

1. What is a contract?
2. What does “self-government” mean to you?
America’s Political Heritage:
· Background Info:  

· England is a “______________” with the strongest Navy and control of all ocean trade
· England used  ___________________:  A system where the mother country (England) establishes colonies (13 colonies) to use as a trading partner.  
· Why did people come to the colonies?

· Economic opportunity: the chance to make money, especially in the South in agriculture.

· Religious Freedom:  Puritans and pilgrims were escaping the Church of England.  They came to New England to reform their church. 

· Eventually these people would break away from England and start their own government know as the United States of America 
New Ideas about Government Influenced the Colonies:

· Enlightenment: a _______________ of intellectuals in the 17th and 18th centuries, first in _______and later in the _______________. Its purpose was to reform society using reason, and challenge ideas grounded in tradition and faith. This led to the ideas of the natural rights of man, freedom, equality and the __________________.
· Natural Rights: all people are ________ with certain rights:  Life, Liberty, Property. It is the government’s job to _____________ these rights.

· Self Government: People agree to form and administer a gov’t _________________.
· Social Contract: the Gov’t has a ___________ with the people. People come together, agree to form a gov’t which must protect the people & their rights, and produce a common good.

· SO What?  Result of the Enlightenment:  Changed government in Europe and America and eventually ___________ to the ___________________________.
Colonial Gov’t = Democratic Experimentation
Influenced by the ______________________ ideas of the social contract, natural rights, _____________________, democracy and e_____________ the American colonies experimented with democracy.

